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Wouldn't you love to adopt a llama from Southeast
Llama Rescue? If only... If only you didn't live in a
condo or an apartment or a house with a small yard. If
only you had more fenced pastures on your farm. If
only you had more help to care for the animals you
already have. If only you had more time. If only...

Now you don't need any of those things to adopt a
llama from Southeast Llama Rescue! SELR is pleased
to offer you the opportunity to give a new home to
Loretta through our virtual adoption program. (Please
see the lovely Loretta below.)

Let me tell you a little bit about Loretta. She was born
on the Gotta Getta Gund farm, and she wears a tag
sporting that name. Her lineage has been diluted
and the Gotta Getta GUND farm will no longer be
producing Loretta llamas, so she’s extra-special now
that she’s retired. Loretta has soft tan and cream fiber
that is nicely shorn; her nails are neatly trimmed; she’s
current on her shots, parasite-free, and healthy. She’s
well-
mannered;
loves to be
petted and
hugged; and
she never,
ever spits.

As with all
SELR
adoptions,
there is a fee
involved to
cover the
costs we
incur, but
Loretta’s

adoption fee is less than usual because she is a small
llama.

To give you an idea of her size, | took her
measurements. Her body from chest to tail is 10
inches long. When kushed, which is her favorite
position, she rises an impressive 11 inches from the
ground to the top of her head. Her legs add an
additional five inches to her overall height. She weighs
in at just over half a pound.

Loretta’'s adoption fee is $100, and transport to your
home has been pre-arranged at no additional charge.
Included is an 8-page booklet containing Loretta’s
story, photos of Loretta and her friends, llama
information, and an Adoption Certificate that can be
personalized with the adopter's name. You will also
receive a SELR travel mug so you can carry with you a
reminder of the good you have done by adopting
Loretta to help real llamas in need through your tax-
deductible donation to SELR .

During this holiday time, please consider a special gift
for a friend or family member that will benefit the
llamas in the care of SELR. Adopt Lorettal!

Email llamacoordinator@bellsouth.net or visit
southeastllamarescue.org to adopt your Loretta.

The SELR logo was created by Paige McGraith.
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Fall and Winter are typically busy

times for SELR. This year is no
exception. In the past few weeks,
we've had quite a few new arrivals
which threaten to exceed our current
foster home capacity!

Please review this list of animals for
which we are seeking foster or
adoptive homes and let us know if you
can help.

The majority of these animals are 'in
process,’ which means that we have
been contacted in regards to the
present owner's intent to surrender,
but we do not yet have full information
for many of them as yet. This is a very
fluid situation, so please contact the
appropriate Adoption Coordinator for
more information.

North Carolina — Contact Pat Cothran
(Ilamacoordinator@bellsouth.net)

Intact male — 3 yrs - Details pending
Gelding — 4 % yrs - Details pending

2 Females — unknown age. Details
pending

1 Female with 2 ¥ month old Male
Cria. Details pending

Virginia - Contact Nancy Sottosanti
(luralam@shentel.net)

Gelding — 4 yrs - black with white on
face; easily haltered and led; heavy
wool — great fiber!

Gelding — 4 yrs - light brown heavy
wool; easily haltered and led — also
great fiber

Pennsylvania / Southern Ohio -
Contact Chris Adams
adamsllamas@aol.com

Marti—F - 15 yrs — Meningeal Worm
survivor...has a little inconsistency in

the rear but has recovered nicely, Has
a lovely disposition. Paint, red/brown
face with white.

Smokey - G - 15 yrs - Brown w/ black
face - has been a buddy to Marti until
recently when he was moved to be
with Sunny, a special needs llama.
Has been a pack trial winner in the
past. Very laid back personality, has
been a "cria uncle" and did very well
with the babies.

Sunny - M - 5 yrs - grey brown/med
white - special needs llama, needs a
buddy due to his severe vision loss.
Has "laid back" personality. Does well
with haltering and walking using verbal
commands.

Charlie - M - 10 yrs - a “true” Black -
Has been PR animal, traveled to
nursing homes and such. Note: Does
not work with crias, as he has Kkilled a
cria in the past.

Johnny - M - 8 yrs - white/light brown/
grey brown - said to have lovely
disposition, a bit more shy than
Charlie. He stood in the chute and
was trimmed easily.

Note: SELR will cover cost of gelding
intact males as per our policy.
Remember to check our website as
well, for several animals that have
recently graduated to ‘ready for
adoption' status.

Any assistance with transport, and/or
donations to help with transport and
vet fees would also be appreciated.

Thank you for your consideration.

SELR Mission Statement: To protect the
quality of life and improve the well-being of
abused, neglected, unwanted, and
behaviorally unmanageable llamas through
prevention, education, intervention,
placement, and lifelong care.




Helen Carpenter

Having grown up
on a small family
farm, to Helen
Carpenter  the
sights,  sounds
and smells of
country life are a
necessary part of
her  existence.
She could not
breathe if she
i were not
surrounded by
furry, four legged
husband of 33 years is

her
comfortable with the fact that she is either out in the
barn hanging out with their llamas and goats, or
helping their five dogs create havoc in the house.

creatures. Lyle,

Helen’s home and heart have always been a stopover
for strays. She helps lost animals find their way home,
finds them new homes or just offers them a permanent
abode. She has found a pony in her pasture, turkeys
in her barn, a homing pigeon in the garage, a mini lop
rabbit in the driveway and countless numbers of dogs
and cats. She once adopted a rescue horse who lived
to age 34. Her three adorable goats were part of a
large rescue herd. So it was somehow a given that
she would eventually end up active in llama rescue.

Helen purchased her first llama, a never handled
yearling, in 1994. Shortly thereafter, she bought two
females from breeders who became her mentors and
dear friends. They showed her the responsible way to
ensure a good life for the llamas and Helen remains
forever in their debt.

Initially, as a llama owner and small breeder, Helen
focused on llama shows. Her llamas have won a lot of
ribbons, some grand and reserve championships and
even a national class reserve grand. Eventually Helen
turned to hiking and packing which is her favorite past
time. She and her llamas participate in parades, fairs,

fundraisers and cultural programs at schools. A photo of
one of her llamas even appeared in Sports llustrated.
Helen has organized llama hikes, hosted a Gentle Spirit
clinic, was the superintendent of the first ALSA fiber
show in northeast Ohio and served ORVLA as a member
of the board, as program chair and historian. She also
helps a local large animal rescue, Happy Trails Farm
Animal Sanctuary, by fostering goats, providing meals to
volunteers and helping them with fundraising. But
Helen's passion is mentoring and helping new owners
learn about llamas.

Helen first learned about SELR in 2004 and offered to
help out however she could. She was first asked to
mentor new owners by a Pennsylvania coordinator and
the following year, volunteered to act as coordinator for
northern Ohio. She was elected to serve on the SELR
board in 2007.

From the first day Helen became involved in llama
rescue and SELR, she never regretted her decision. The
approximately 150 plus llamas and alpacas that she has
managed to help do not blur together. For Helen, each
rescue llama or alpaca is unique and memorable. Each
rescue effort fills her with gratitude for the countless
people who help her. Without them, Helen could not
even begin to do what she does.

Ricky Zachow

Ricky offers a “hello” from Drexel, where she lives with
her husband, John, 6 llamas, 2 goats, 7 hens, 4 dogs, a
dozen cats and 3 rats. Drexel (population about 1,000) is
literally on the Kansas/Missouri state line about one hour
south of downtown Kansas City, MO. Ricky and John
became involved with llamas about eight years ago when
they lived in Washington. Ricky wanted a llama to guard
her goats, and was able to rehome two geldings, Solo,
age 27, and Sehale, age 15. She fell in love with the
llamas and in two years found and took in two llamas
who were neglected because the person who got them
at auction found out she was afraid of them. Red and
Beau were registered, well-bred geldings; step-brothers
who were four at the time.
Continued on Page 4




Ricky and SELR, and Julie Wier helped Ricky in getting involved.
John moved Now Ricky and John have a small herd of six rescues,
to Missouri in and the same two goats.

Ricky is a member of the Missouri Llama Owners as
well, and through them has been able to “get the word
out” even more. She has enjoyed being involved with
SELR and helping others place their animals, or find the
animal they want and she looks forward to many more
years of involvement with SELR and MLO.

three llamas

| (They lost
Solo at age
29.) and the
two goats.
This put them
in the area
covered by

p.s. Ricky's husband, John, sent this profile of her to
me — she was with their daughter, who is having their
first grandchild. Congratulations, Ricky and John!

As conscientious llama owners we all need to shear
our llamas each spring. The health of our llamas
depends on it. Only those llamas with very short,
coarse wool do not need shearing and even they
would probably enjoy an occasional hair cut. Next
year, instead of throwing it out in the woods for the
birds to use for nesting material, why not try to use the
wool from shearing to create rope, bedding for your
other critters or even fine yarn? Since purchasing our
first llamas in 1992 our farm has focused more and
more on fiber production. | have come to admire my
llamas for their fiber as well as their individual
personalities.

Last year | sheared not only our llamas and several
neighbor llamas, | also sheared four alpacas (a story
in itself). Some purists will question whether llamas
have wool or fiber. Some books insist that “wool” only
refers to the fiber of a sheep; others use the words
interchangeably when referring to what grows on our
llamas. Technically, because llama fiber is hollow it
can also be called a hair. Sheep wool, by contrast is
solid. The hollow nature of llama and alpaca make
both exceptionally light and warm.

Ann Potter spinning llama yarn as the herd watches

fiber known to man, were nearly hunted to extinction.
Their fiber was so highly regarded that only royalty was
allowed to wear clothes made from vicuna. Another
camelid, the alpaca, was selectively bred over the

The historic value of fiber to the Incas is well known.
The Incas harvested guanaco and vicuna fiber on a
four year cycle. Vicuias, which have the finest natural

years to produce large quantities of fine, dense fiber.
DNA research has shown that llamas evolved from the
guanaco and alpacas from the vicufia.

Continued on Page 5




For thousands of years llamas were bred solely as
beasts of burden and their fiber was only used for rugs,
ropes or clothing for “commoners.” More recently llamas
have been selectively bred to produce a finer fleece and
one with fewer guard hairs. Currently the finest llama
fibers (18-22 microns) fall into the same range as alpaca
and are significantly finer than most sheep wool. | have
been told that once llama fiber has its guard hair
removed it can be classified as “alpaca” for export from
South America. In addition, alpaca has a different lock
structure than llama and tends not to felt as well as
llama.

On our farm we begin each spring by grooming our
llamas several times. As you probably have discovered,
most llamas usually have a 20 minute tolerance for
cleaning, so | try and groom them weekly for several
weeks. | use both a blower and a brush. This is a great
way to check your llama for skin problems and lice. After
shearing the llamas | discard any fiber that is full of trash
and dirt. That usually includes the back of the neck,
lower legs and underbelly. (Thus keeping the birds
happy!) | usually harvest about two pounds of usable
fiber per animal. | then sort the fiber by color and grade.
Some of my older llamas have coarser fiber which is
useful for animal bedding or rope. The nicer fiber, which
is softer and cleaner, | wash in my washing machine:
filing the tub several times, using dish detergent and
making sure to go directly to the spin cycle without
agitation. Sometimes if the fiber is particularly dirty, this
may take several cycles of soaking and spinning.

| then take the wet fiber outside to dry. | have a large
hammock in my backyard which | use for drying fiber in

; the sun. | have also used
. window screens for drying
but prefer the hammock as
it lets most of the debris fall
through. The sun is
wonderful at bleaching out
the orange stain which is a
result of our clay soil. Like

other wools, llama s
susceptible to bugs and
bleaching and therefore

. " should be stored in a dry,

dark location.
There is some
controversy about
storage in paper
versus plastic
containers. | have
not had a problem |
with insect |
infestations,  but
some people
complain  about
residual moisture and mold with plastic containers.

What | do next with the fiber depends on my mood.
Usually | just start spinning. | prefer to spin a highly
textured yarn that has lots of “character.” However
sometimes | will card it before spinning. The carding
process arranges the fibers in the same direction
producing a much smoother yarn. | have read that
llamas come in 22 colors, but | believe they come in
many more varieties of shades! In addition, llama fiber
dyes very well and | have been able to create a
rainbow of colors using both natural and commercial
dyes. Recently for further variety, | have been mixing
llama with other fibers such as sheep, angora, mohair,
and even bamboo. Llama fiber has much less crimp
than sheep’s wool. For this reason, many knitters and
crochetters prefer to blend llama fiber with sheep wool
or other fibers when producing large garments to avoid
loss of elasticity.

| am pleased to say that | have been fortunate to
develop a growing market for my yarn. Certainly | do
not support my farm with yarn sales, but it does help to
pay for the feed. Best of all | have discovered that llama
fiber is a “backdoor” way of getting some folks
interested in my

favorite topic. '

Photos :

Left: Ann Potter
and daughter
Molly shear a
friend’s llamas.
Above: Yarn
products

Right: Molly and
one of the Potters’
llamas




Bill and Joan are a charming and energetic couple who
currently share their lives with a lovely herd of llamas.
The care and well being of their animals are important to
these folks and they spend an inordinate amount of time
ensuring that their charges are happy and healthy. That,
of course, doesn't differentiate them from most people
reading this article. What does set them apart is the
circumstances in which | met these fine folks.

This past summer, | received an e-mail from Bill inquiring
about estate planning and the role SELR might play in
his preparations.  You see, although currently in
excellent health, Bill is in his 80's and he started thinking
about what the future may hold in light of the fact that he
and Joan have no immediate relatives in the area to
handle their affairs. In planning for the future, his
concern was in regards to how that might affect their
beloved animals.

Bill and Joan are unusual in that they not only
considered what might happen to their animals upon
their demise, but they acted on that concern. Just
recently | received a small packet with surrender forms
completed for all their animals, to be activated upon the
request of one or both should circumstances require.
Their will directs surrender of the animals to SELR and

we now have the necessary information to ensure that
we can easily place them when/if necessary.

While we were happy to help in this instance, it
certainly doesn’t have to be a rescue group involved in
your planning. Just to consolidate information on your
animals (pictures along with medical histories and
registrations are perfect) and create a written directive
for whoever will be entrusted to settle your affairs is
invaluable. It breaks my heart every time | hear of a
herd being dispersed via a livestock auction because
relatives, attorneys, and the like have no idea what to
do with animals left behind. To them, they are in most
cases a burden and one that is not as easily
addressed as the odd dog or cat. In too many cases
they never even consider the likelihood of a llama-
related organization that might help place the animals.
For most they are simply livestock, and truly, how
many folks do you know that routinely seek adoptive
homes for cattle?

Please, take a bit of time to consolidate your records
and ensure that those who will probate your will have
all the information necessary to see to it that the
animals which have been so much a part of your life
are appropriately protected for the remainder of theirs.

Left: A young visitor is greeted by the herd at Pilot
Mountain Llamas, NC. Above: Inca, a SELR
adoptee, enjoys a cool treat following an ice storm.




This is a love story, simple and true. It had to be love when my husband noticed all of those llama trekking
brochures stashed strategically throughout the house and planned a birthday surprise. Windsong in Clyde, North
Carolina was the destination for an evening gourmet supper trek in 1992. Upon arrival, my first up close look at
llamas, interesting creatures. Two llamas were packed and ready to go, another was pacing at the fence. “Floyd
wants to go,” the guide said.

“I'll take Floyd”, | said as he was led from the pasture. In thinking back now, Floyd must have chosen me. Five
minutes along the trail, a strange noise came from somewhere. It was Floyd, humming. Humming, | learned, was
llama-speak. Floyd was talking to me.

Several years later, another birthday came along as they seem to do each year. My loving husband, remembering
the wonderful trekking experience, decided on another surprise trek at a different place. A long gravel driveway
along a beautiful mountain stream led to WindDancers Lodge and Llama Treks. It was a champagne lunch trek
with one llama packed and ready to go. | shared the story about my falling in love with a llama named Floyd and
our guide’s reply was “Floyd is over there in the pasture.” Floyd had relocated with his friends when the Livengood
family built WindDancers.

3 It was love for a beautiful brown llama with a funny white

saws blaze and white spotted stockings that brought return visits
% over the years with husband and friends. Floyd was always
% the chosen one, and he always hummed along the trail. He
& hummed along with Pomp and Circumstance, a musical book
given as a graduation gift, a celebration trek requested after
completion of graduate school. A friend who met Floyd on a
trek suggested writing a children’s book about Floyd.

It proved to be a daunting task; a file of rejection letters made
publishing the book an impossible dream. An Easter visit
# with Floyd brought news of Gale Livengood's serious illness,
" creating a sense of urgency to get the book published. Self-

publishing was the only option to accomplish that goal.
Enlisting the assistance of an illustrator from Mills River, NC, an editor from Western Carolina University, and a
designer and publisher from New York, Trek with Floyd was published in November 2005.

Helen Moore and Floyd

It was an incredible feeling to open that first box and see the finished book for the first time. A stuffed llama
resembling Floyd, sporting a bandana with the book’s title, had been ordered to go along with the book. It was a
joy to present the book to the Livengoods in late November. It was now time for marketing and trying to recover
the cost of publishing.

Meanwhile, the Livengoods decided to sell WindDancers, as well as the llamas. Donna Livengood called on a late
summer afternoon and asked if | would like to have Floyd as a gift. It was love for a llama companion | had
trekked with all of those years that brought tears to my eyes. A yes came out of my mouth before | had time to
think about what it meant. Floyd could not go live with anyone else. He had chosen me all of those years ago.

We had just six weeks to turn a meadow next to our house into llama lodging. That sense of building a home for a
cherished guest must have brought the project to completion on schedule.
Continued on Page 8




A trip to WindDancers was made to select a companion for Floyd and then a call about another llama that also
needed a home. That made it three llamas, Floyd, Marlin and Truck. All llama owners know the rest, a love for

these animals helps cushion the costs of food, lodging, bedding, vet bills, truck and trailer and whatever else
comes along.

Traveling to schools, bookstores, festivals and libraries is more challenging when woolly four-legged creatures are
involved. Most authors just have boxes of books to bring; the books are the easiest of our menagerie. Not one
other author has brought a large shovel and rake as part of their necessities. The book paid for itself in a year,
and the llamas won the hearts of all who previously thought they were just woolly spitters. It is a special love of a
husband who has supported this venture and didn’t know what he was getting into when he arranged that surprise
birthday trek.

In looking for ways to help others find llama love, | had the good fortune to learn about SELR from Lynette Melton
who has been a friend, mentor, book event supporter and llama sitter. It has been a privilege to share a table with
SELR at various functions, donating proceeds from book and llama plush sales to support the work of the
wonderful volunteers who give of themselves to make the world a better place for these remarkable animals

Love stories often have happy endings and llama dreams do come true.
Editor's Note: To purchase “Trek With Floyd” books, please contact Helen at helenmoo2@yahoo.com

Editor's Note: The following is an account of a journey to Peru taken by
Karla Jeselson and her father Bruce Ause in October 2007.

We took a four day trek through the Lares Valley, starting in Calca and
ending at Machu Picchu. Our first morning of hiking was on the actual Inca
trail, where our guide explained the importance of three animals. The
Incans believed that the Condor is sacred to
the skies, the llama to the earth, and the snake
to the underground. All are equally important
and necessary.

The Andean people are mostly farmers who raise potatoes as their main staple food.
Many also raise llamas, sheep, and alpacas and use the entire animal for clothing,
food and blankets. The farmers that we encountered lived well above 10,000 feet
above sea level with very short growing seasons.

The hillsides have a terraced appearance, from the pathways created by hundreds of
years of llamas and sheep traveling to their daytime grazing sites and then back to
the corrals where they spend the nights.
Corrals are used to protect them from puma
attacks during the night. Some llamas in the
herd are given ear tags made of yarn to identify them. We saw hundreds of
llamas grazing and walking as we hiked, but they never had their farmer
with them. They knew to come down at night to the corrals, which we
thought was amazing.

Continued on page 9




The houses are made from mud and grasses, and for the roofs the
Peruvians use whatever fibers and grasses are available. Homes are
heated and meals are prepared on stoves using llama and sheep
droppings. The children are responsible for collecting the droppings
each day. Smoke stacks on the houses are largely ineffective and so
the smoke pours out through the roof causing large creosote deposits
to form on the inside of the roofs. The smells were quite awful and they
stayed in our clothes.

When we got to Machu
Picchu we saw a few of the
resident llamas that graze the
property and keep the jungle from reclaiming the site. Llamas were most
likely used here also for sacrificial ceremonies. Both white and black
animals were used for good fortune.

While in Cusco, we took a city tour that
included some archeological sites. One is
called Sacsayhuaman, which is the largest
and overlooks Cusco.

It is constructed of very large rocks and the site is still used today for ceremonial
purposes. On June 24™ of each year, a celebration called Inti Raymi is held, with a
large parade ending at Sacsayhuaman. It is to honor the Incan God, Inti, and to
celebrate the Winter Solstice. They held animal sacrifices, typically a white llama, to
ensure a good growing season.

Another site was Q’Engo which had a
labyrinth under the rocks. Llamas were
sacrificed here too and each organ was
removed from the animal to determine
whether that person would have a good future. Diseased organs
represented back luck and a bad future.

Our journey was certainly enlightening, one that enabled us to better
understand how these creatures play such an important role in the lives
of the Peruvian people.

Photo credit for
this article:

© Karla
Jeselson and
Bruce Ause

All images
copyrighted,all
rights reserved.




Early Dawn Rising
DOB: 9 May 2006
ILR registered/microchipped

Dawn is a stunning cream/gray llama with
excellent fiber.
some pushy behaviors that surfaced just
recently. Since being in her foster home in IL
she has exhibited none of that behavior.
has been with alpacas as a guardian and has
done well. She is also a spinner's dream, due
to her fiber.

caregiver.

To inquire about giving Dawn a forever home,
please contact SIMPLECLWN@AOL.COM

Yes, | would like to assist SELR’s mission
to help lamas in need. | am enclosing my

tax-deductible contribution of . .

___ $25 Friend

___ $50 Partner

___ $100 Sponsor

___ $500 Sustaining Giver
$ Other

To donate online, please visit
www.southeastllamarescue.org

She was surrendered due to

She

Dawn needs a no nonsense

My email address is:

Please mail your donation to:

Southeast Llama Rescue, Inc
678 Mill Creek Road
Luray VA 22835




